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Because his work was also a fight it was a joy to him.
Past and future could take care of themselves; it was the
present that mattered, the actual fight on hand, whatever it
might be. To him, as to Bunyan's Christian, the journey
was the thing. In the nineties he wrote: ' I dread success.
To have succeeded is to have finished one's business on
earth, like the male spider, who is killed by the female the
moment he has succeeded in his courtship. I like a state
of continual becoming^ with a goal in front and not behind/
I suppose all of us feel like that; and I quote the passage,
not because it is exceptional, but because it is a relief to
find Shaw juxtaposing himself beside the humble spider
instead of the usual Beethovens and Goethes.
Another thing about Bernard Shaw that never changes
is his style. He writes for the moment only, and in the
heat of that moment, maintaining that that is the only way
to write for all time. In short, he is a journalist. If a
writer is not a journalist, or ceases to be one, he is negligible.
All the highest literature is journalism, he says; and what
determines the artistic quality of a book is not so much the
nature of the opinions it propagates as the fact that its
writer has opinions. This disposes in a sentence of the
Art for Art's Sake idea, and if it seems too sweeping it at
least can call as witnesses most of the authors of that
literary treasure house, the Bible. The prophets prophesied,
or railed, or comforted, because they wanted to reach the
hearts of the Children of Israel, not because they wanted
to utter beautiful words. St, Paul wanted to convert the
inhabitants of Greece and Asia Minor, not to write beautiful
letters. And the more passionately they wanted to do these
things, the more journalistically they wrote and spoke; such
passages as the thirteenth chapter to the Corinthians, and
the exhortation beginning: * Comfort ye, comfort ye, my
people,' being the result. Similarly, Solomon wrote or
sang his Song because he was in love, not to compete for a
university prize for poetry. Shaw uses other examples to
illustrate his theme, as in the following passage, which I
quote at some length as a good example of his journalistic
style. *The writer who aims at producing the platitudes
which are "not for an age, but for all time" has his reward